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GEOGRAPHTC ARBA. CRR, CONTRIBUTION TO WIE 61-60

ZAE QUITOO0K FOR BURMA

On 28 Jemvery 1960 » the govermments of China and Purma signed a
border sgreement. The principal features of this agreement are summa-
rized below, togother with camments upon certain sections of the pact.

Article 1 provides for the immediate establishment of a joint
committee composed of an equal mwber of delegates (exmct number -
gpecified) from each country to discuss and work out solutions to the
questions enumerated in Bubseguent articles. The Joint committee is
enjoined to conduct boundery surveys, erect boundary markers, and draft
a final Burme-Chins boundery treaty. Regular meetings of the committee
are to be held in the respectlve national capitals or as any other
blece in the two countries {no sequence stated).

Article 2 states that the cantracting parties ngree that the exist-
ing isspues concerning the Burme~Cains boundary shall be settled in
accordance with the following provisions:

(1) The section of the bowadary porth from the “high conieal neak”
(25935'8) to the western extremity (the portion of the boundary never
Tormally defined) srill follow the watershed -- with the one exeception
noted in parsgraph (2), below. This boundary, whick is the one normally
shown on western map3. is esseatiallyv the Trrawvaddy-8alween watershed.
One traditional exception to the Irrawnddy-Salween waterched line s

however, has been the inclusion of mort of the Tulung (Taron) -- an
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Irrawaddy tributary -- within Chias. The present sgreement reaflirms
this exception, and indicates appfoxim&te]y the place where the bovder
is to cross the Tulung.

(2) The three villages of Hpimaw, Gawlum, and Kangfang -- all of
which are located west of the watershed end are now administered by
Burma -- are to be transifecred Lo Chipna, The joint coumlilee willl
survey end merk the exact areas to be transferred. (On the vasis of
earlier proposals and maps evchanged between the two countries the
Burmese Government believes that the total ares will amount to about
100 square miles).

{3) The Wamwan Assigned Tract that was legally Chinese territory
but "perpetually leased” and aGministered by the Government of Burme
according to the terms of an 1897 convention is to becone Burmese
territory. In exchange, some territory in the Wa 8tates, now belonging
to Burma, is 1o be ceded to Chine, specifically those portions of ithe
Penhung and Panglao tribal aveas (which straddle the existing border)
that sbksll be adjudged by the joint commitiee to be located on the
Buzm slde of tﬁe present horder. The two countries agree that the
presnnt border is the one defined by an exchenge of notes {and appended
wap) between Great Britain and Chipa in 1941, slthough this lipe is not
demarcated on the ground. (Burmese officials believe that the portion
of Wa States territory to be transferred to China will be about 60 to
70 square miles, essuming that previcus Chipese claims in this erea

remain the same).
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200~-mile border in the Wa States i3 to be demarcated on the growwdé ’n
eccordence with the 1941 exchange of notes. (This is the lLine ccn acnly
shown on Western maps).

Article 3 states that after solutions to the 1ssues discuseed ‘n
Article 2 are worked out, the Jolat committee will drafi » Buma-Cudsa
treaty that will cover Mot only all the sections of the boundery =8
mentioned in Article Two of the present Agreement, bubt nlso the sections
of the bouwndary wvhich were slready delimited in the past and need 1o
adjustment.” The newr treaty will replace all previous tveaties and
notes ccncerning the Burpa-Chins boundary .

Article L states that the present mgrecment will be ratified as
goon a8 possible; that it will come inio force upon exchange of the
instroments of ratification; but that 4% will ceese to te in effect
upon the signing snd coming into force of the new Burwa-Chine boundary
treaty discussed in Artiels 3.

Tha most significant aspect ¢ the horder sgreement; . osther than the
actonl aiguing of the Bgreenent, in thet tha boundary. with two minor
exceptlong, will bs depnronsed azcordive to the Bumese {and also
Western) version of the bomvier « and Shat this pettlement aprarently has
been sccepted by China., Thvs. the wvast claims involving thousands of
square miles (part of the Kechin State snd 211 of the Wa States) thet
sre ghown on Chivese Commmsat ras have noy been reduced to a probeblie
few huoadred square rdles of przeeat Duwwese territory thet will be

acguived by the Chivesa.
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Another result of some conseguence is the Chinese acceptence of
that part of the northern Burma-Chins boundary that forms the eastern
end of the McMahon Iine. Such acceptance by Peking of a part of the
Mci¥chon Line has obvious implications in future negotiations over the
China-India border.

Even if the Chinese do not deliberately stall and obstruct the
implementetion of the border agreement, the Joint committee will face
many reel problems. Although the frontler areas to be transferrved are
small, it will be difficult to survey them and to demarcate this pert
of the boundery because of the rough mountainous terrain in which the
areas are located and the lack of transporietion facilities. It is
unlikely %that a Joint committee cen be appointed much before the onset
of the wet moneoon (June), apd therefore 1% would appear that the
esrliest likely opportunity for beginning a field survey will be during
the 1960-61 dry season (October-May). Furthermore, the agreement

. stipulates that several hundred miles of undemarcated boundary will be
surveyed and demarcated, which elso lnvolves determining the watershad
north of 25°35'F. Although the problems peed not be inswrmountable,
particularly if brelminm agreement is reached on the basis of mups
and recent border photography, coneiderable time may elepse after the

Jbint comulttee is formed before the sppointed tasks can be completed.
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